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-|7  There  may  bp  formed  a  Trust  of  Sympathy,  Charity  and  Love. 

That  oombhiatkm  would  win  the  world.— ^Alfttfrr  Bach, 

e   

I  am  asked  sometimes  while  lecturing  on  this  subject, 
"How  about  Henry  George  and  the  Single  Tax?''  ''How 
about  Socialism?''    "Won't  they  abolish  Poverty?" 

In  order  that  you  may  know  just  where  I  stand,  let 
me  say  that  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  Henry  George. 
He  was  a  philanthropist  and  he  devoted  his  life  to  the 
doing  away  of  poverty.  But  the  Single  Tax  movement 
is  not  gaining  ground,  nor  do  I  think  it  will.  Further- 
more,  I  do  not  beUeve  that  the  Sii^le  Tax  would  abolish 
Poverty,  even  if  it  were  adopted. 

In  the  fight  against  Poverty,  I  would  have  more  hopes 
of  Socialism  than  of  the  Single  Tax  but  there  is  one 
agency  regarding  which  I  have  no  doubt  whatever,  and 
that  is  Christianity,  Practical  Christianity.  I  beUeve 
that  if  we  were  all  r^al  true  Christians,  then  Poverty 
would  disappear. 

Some  years  ago,  President  Taft  spoke  in  Cooper  Union. 
This  question  of  Poverty  was  brought  up,  and  th^  asked 
him  "What  is  to  be  done?"  President  Taft  threw  up 
his  hands  and  said  "God  knows."  ^ 

The  problem,  however,  is  no  so  hopeless.  Let  us 
find  out  what  causes  Poverty,  and  then  let  us  see  if  there 
18  any  remedy. 
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Early  in  February,  1914,  the  daily  papers  stated,  on 
good  authority,  that  325,000  workers  were  out  of  em- 
ployment in  New  York  City.  About  the  same  time  we 
were  inforiiiod  that  the  assessors  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
had  estimated  the  wealth  of  our  chief  capitalist,  the  head 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at  $900,000,000. 

There  is  a  connection  between  these  two  facts — al- 
though none  of  the  papers  mentioned  it  and  they  both 
point  to  something  wrong.  Certainly  we  are  not  ad- 
vancing toward  an  ideal  American  commonwealth  when 
one  man  can  accumulate  $900,000,000  in  thirty  years; 
while  at  the  same  time  325,000  workers  are  out  of  em- 
ployment in  our  largest  and  wealthiest  city. 

Various  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  City  authori- 
ties and  by  pubhe-spirited  citizens  to  get  work  for  the 
unemployed,  and  much  good  is  being  done  that  way. 
But,  of  course,  such  efforts  do  not  remove  the  cause  of 
unemployment  or  the  cause  of  Poverty. 

The  Bible  says  ^  the  profit  of  the  earth  is  for  all." 
Our  Constitution  was  framed  to  ^  ^promote  the  general 
v/elfare."  America  is  the  richest  nation  in  the  world. 
We  are  supposed  to  liave  the  best  system  of  government 
and  to  afford  equal  opportunities  to  all  our  citizens. 
Nevertheless  the  problem  of  Poverty  is  becoming  most 
serious.  Our  wealth  is  enormous,  but  it  is  not  fairly 
distributed.  Less  than  one-eighth  of  the  famihes  of 
our  conunonwealth  own  more  thaa  all  the  rest  of  us  put 
together.  In  other  words  America  is  not  a  common- 
wealth. There  is  a  universal  outcry  against  the  high 
cost  of  hving  About  ten  niilhon  people  are  in  poverty. 
In  New  York  City  alone  we  are  speeding  about  $60,- 
000,000  a  year  in  charity.    $60,000,000  a  year  m  charity 
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in  the  imperial  City  of  New  York!  We  have  charitable 
organizations  without  number,  yet  about  one  person 
out  of  every  ten  in  New  York  is  buried  as  a  pauper. 

This  terrible  persistence  of  Poverty  in  the  very  midst 

of  enormous  wealth,  is  what  appalled  Henry  George 
and  impelled  him  to  write  his  celebrated  book,  "Prog- 
ress and  Poverty.''   It  is  enough  to  appal  everyone  who 

takes  any  interest  in  his  fellowmen. 

The  platform  of  the  Sociahst  Party  for  1912,  declares 

^'that  in  spite  of  the  multipUcation  of  labor-saving  machin- 
ery and  of  improved  methods  of  production,  the  share 
of  the  producer  grows  ever  less  and  less." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  ''labor-saving'  machinery 
does  not  save  Labor  as  much  as  it  helps  Capital.  In 
Lawrence  and  other  factory  towns  of  New  England,  the 
most  ingenious  labor-saving  machinery  is  used.  But  it 
is  mpossible  for  a  workman  to  support  his  family  by 
his  own  efforts.  Wages  are  so  low  that  father,  mother 
and  children  must  all  work  in  the  mills,  while  a  few  rich 
mill-owners  live  in  luxury.  The  serious  strike  in  Law- 
rence a  few  years  ago  was  one  result  o  this  un-Christian 
greed.  And  now  they  are  building  cotton-nulls  in  the 
South  and  following  New  England  methods.  They 
are  also  employing  child  labor.  There  are  now  nearly 
two  million  child  laborers  in  America.  That's  nothing 
to  be  proud  of. 

Now  all  this  is  caused  by  selfishness  and  greed.  If 

we  could  put  it  in  one  word,  we  might  call  it  Capital- 
ism. Its  tendency  is  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the 
poor  poorer.   No  ntiatter,  how  much  wealth  is  produced, 

on  matter  how  rich  we  are,  CapitaUsm  will  not  share. 


5 


There  must  always  be  a  submerged  tenth  in  the  slums 
of  Poverty. 

Dr.  Edward  T.  Devine,  a  recognized  authority,  says 

"a  certain  section  of  society  looks  upon  unemployment 
as  an  inevitable,  normal  and  desirable  incident  of  the 
labor  market.  If  there  were  no  unemployed,  no  new 
enterprises  could  be  undertaken;  labor  organizations 
would  become  too  powerful;  wages  would  soar  upward, 
and  the  demands  of  the  workmgmen  for  all  kinds  of 
reasonable  and  unreasonable  conditions  would  have  to 
be  granted." 

In  other  words,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  Capitahsm  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of  unemployment.  They  can 
then  say  to  those  who  are  employed— "If  you  are  not 
satisfied  with  your  wages  there  are  thousands  to  take 
your  place." 

Now,  how  has  this  unfair  distribution  of  wealth  been 
brought  about?  The  way  it  has  been  done  in  some 
instances  may  be  illustrated  by  some  cases  which  came 
under  my  own  notice. 

Some  years  ago,  when  I  was  residing  in  a  New  Eng- 
land city — a  neighbor  of  mine  named  Danforth,  estab- 
lished hunself  in  the  kid-glove  business.  He  knew  the 
business  thoroughly,  he  put  in  a  good  stock  of  gloves, 
and  naturally  expected  to  make  a  good  hving  for  him- 
self and  family.  But  the  head  of  the  leading  depart- 
ment store  told  Danforth  in  so  many  words,  that  he 
would  not  be  allowed  to  do  business  there.  The  kid- 
glove  business  belonged  to  the  department  store.  Dan- 
forth refused  to  see  it  in  that  liglit  and  kept  on  with  his 
business.  But  no  matter  what  gloves  Danforth  put 
in,  the  department  store  put  in  the  same  kind  at  much 
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lower  prices.    In  due  course  of  time  Danforth  was  frozen 
out,  and  the  price  of  gloves  was  then  raised. 

Years  later,  when  studying  the  methods  of  the  trusts, 
I  found  the  same  thing  was  done  on  a  larger  scale.  That 
has  been  the  method  of  the  Standard  OU  Company  all 
through  their  disgraceful  career.  Only  recently  it  was 
reported  in  the  papers  how  they  were  "freezmg  out 
independent  oU  men  n  Detroit.  They  simply  lower 
the  price  in  Detroit,  while  keeping  it  up  elsewhere  through- 
out the  country.   When  the  independents  are  frozen 

out,  the  price  goes  up.  •  j  u 

This  is  the  way  Christian  business  is  earned  on  by 
the  Christians  who  control  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
I  knew  George  Rice,  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  who  had  a 
good  oil  business  until  frozen  out  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company.  George  Rice  spent  his  hfe  fightmg  m  the 
courts  for  the  common  rights  of  an  American  citizen. 
He  was  hounded  to  death  and  finally  died,  broken  m 

body,  mind  and  estate. 

I  knew  Charles  Matthews  of  Buffalo,  whose  busmess 
was  ruined  most  unfairly  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 
I  knew  Moses  Sweetser,  of  Vi  ginia,  whose  history  was 

somewhat  similar. 

Read  "Wealth  Agamst  Commonwealth,"  by  Henry 
D.  lioyd,  published  by  Harper's— and  you  will  get  an 
idea  of  the  method  by  which  one  man  gained  $900,000,000 
in  thirty  years.  Two  facts  may  be  mentioned  to  show 
that  this  book  is  substantially  true.  One  is,  that  not- 
withstanding the  serious  charges  made  in  "Wealth  Against 
Commonwealth,"  no  hbel  suit  has  ever  been  brought— 
nor  any  reply  ever  been  made. 

Another  is,  that  every  man  in  any  line  of  honest  en- 
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deavor,  knows  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  man  start- 
ing poor,  to  gain  $900,000,000  in  thirty  years,  or  half 
that  sum,  by  honest,  Christie  methods* 

Now  it  is  plain  that  if  a  few  men  enrich  themselves 
by  such  methods,  then  many  men  must  be  poor.  There- 
fore, it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  most  of  our 
present  poverty  is  caused  by  un-Christian  business 
methods. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  all  business  is  carried  on  by 

Standard  Oil  methods.  Nevertheless  the  great  success 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  has  led  many  to  imitate 
them.  We  may  admit  that  they  have  given  lai^ly  to 
charitable  works — to  hospitals,  churches,  universities. 
Though  of  ^course,  such  generosity  creates  a  strong  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  their  favor,  and  drowns  the  accusations 
of  '^tainted  money"  flung  at  them  by  clergymen  hke 
Rev.  Washington  Gladden  and  others.  It  is  well  known 
that  men  who  have  gained  great  wealth  by  un-Christian 
methods,  pose  as  pillars  of  the  church  and  give  large 
sums  to  philanthropy.  This  has  been  well  shown  by 
Winston  Churchill  in  his  popular  novel  called  "The  In- 
side of  the  Cup." 

I  might  remark  also,  in  passing,  that  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  has  an  infamous  system  of  hir'ng  spies 
and  bribing  men  to  ferret  out  all  details  of  their  com- 
petitors' business.  This  merits  the  contempt  of  every 
honorable  man.  xV  company  moan  and  dishonorable 
enough  for  that,  would  seem  to  be  capable  of  anything. 

Here  is  another  example  of  meanness:  the  Pullman 
Car  Company  pays  its  porters  $25.00  a  month.  The 
traveling  pubhc  pays  them  $75.00  a  month  in  tips.  Now, 
therefore,  when  a  Pullman  porter  puts  out  his  hand  for 
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a  tip,  he  is  not  begging  for  himself;  he  is  simply  begging 

for  a  wealthy  corporation,  with  millions  of  capital  and 
paying  good  dividends. 

Now,  the  Standard  Oil  Company  is  thfe  parent  of  the^ 
trusts.    Their  dazzing  success  has  led  to  the  ormation 
of  other  trusts.    Most  of  them  employ  the  same  methods. 

Th^  methods  are  dishonest  and  un-Christiaii,  and 
the  result  has  been  that  a  few  are  milUonaircs  but  many 
are  in  poverty. 

The  Socialists  see  this  clearly,  and  are  working  against 
existing  conditions  with  the  object  of  overthrowing 
Capitalism*  They  propose  to  put  all  our  great  industries 
under  the  control  of  the  nation- government  ownership. 
They  declare  that  the.  issue  is  either  Capitalism  or  Social- 
ism; there  is  no  other  way.  There  is,  however,  ajiother 
way,  and  that  is  Practical  Chnstianity. 

There  is  no  need  of  Poverty  in  America.  With  our 
immense  wealth,  there  is  enough  and  to  spare,  had  but 
each  his  fair  share.  In  other  words  the  Abolition  of 
Poverty  is  perfectly  feasible.    It  can  be  done! 

Some  may  u]^*against  this  prc^>OBiti0n  that  Christ 
said,  ''the  poor  ye  have  with  you  always/^  But  Christ 
simply  said  that  to  rebuke  Judas,  When  Judas  asked 
why  the  jar  of  ointment  was  mot  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  instead  of  being  used  for  Christ,  Christ 
sa'd  in  effect  '*the  poor  ye  have  with  you  always  and 
you  can  help  them  at  any  time,  but  I  will  not  be  with 
you  long." 

Again,  you  may  find  theories  about  Poverty  in  the 
books  on  Political  Ectmomy,  for  instance  the  Maltira- 
sian  Theory.  After  much  study  Mr.  Malthus  announced 
as  the  . result  of  his  investigations,  tlat  population  in- 
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creases  in  a  geometrical  ratio,  but  food  supply  only 
increases  in  an  suithmetical  ratio.  In  other  words,  pop- 
ulation increases  very  much  faster  than  means  of  sup- 
port. Malthuff  considered  that  plagues  and  epid^nics 
and  wars  were  good  things  because  they  killed  off  the 
surplus  population  and  gave  the  rest  of  us  a  little  better 
•  chance. 

I  repudiate  this  ^tirely.  It  amply  says  that  God 
Almighty  has  created  us  and  placed  us  on  this  earth 
and  then  finds  himself  unable  to  pxoyide  for  us. 

Again,  it  may  be  argued  that  Poverty  has  always 
existed  and  therefore  always  will  exist.  But  the  same 
thing  was  said  ci  Slavery  not  so  long  agp.  Yet  Slavery 
has  been  abolished.  It  should  certainly  be  easier  to 
abolish  Poverty. 

It  is  necessary  to  distingui^,  of  course,  between  two 
kinds  of  Poverty;  that  which  is  brought  upon  people 
by  their  own  fault,  and  that  brought  upon  them  by  the 
acts  of  others. 

A  man  for  instance,  may  have  good  employment,  but 
may  become  a  drunkard — ^lose  his  employment  and  thus 
sink  into  Poverty  through  his  own  misdeeds.  Here 
Christianity  has  a  wonderful  redeeming  power.  Through 
the  agency  of  the  churches  and  of  organizatkms  like  the 
Salvation  Army  or  the  Bowery  Misfflon  most  marvelous 
-  effects  have  been  wrought.  But  most  of  our  Poverty 
is  caused  by  casting  conditionB,  under  what  we  have  . 
called  Capitalism. 

In  the  mill  towns  of  New  England,  for  instance,  thou- 
sands are  held  in  a  kind  of  industritd  slamy.  'No  mat- 
ter how  honest  and  sober  and  hard-working  a  man  ma>j 
be,  he  cannot  get  out  of  poverty. 
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This  is  because  the  object  of  Capitalism  is  not  to  pro- 
duce goods  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  but  pcofits, 
dividends! 

But  here  again  Christianity  has  in  it  power  to  change 
these  conditions  and  alx^ish  this  Poverty. 

A  clergyman  being  asked  if  Christianity  could  re- 
deem the  world,  repUed,  "It  has  never  been  tried." 

It  has  never  been  fully  tried.  Take  New  York  City*  1 
for  example:  We  are  spending  $25,000,000  a  year,  and 
have  1S,000  men  employed  in  one  way  or  another,  sim- 
ply to  repress  crime.  If  all  were  real  Christians  in  New 
York  City  there  would  be  no  crime  to  repress.  We 
could  save  at  once  $25,000,000  a  year,  and  also  have 
these  13,000  men  available  for  productive  work.  They 
are  now  engaged  as  policemen,  jailers,  criminal  judges 
and  the  like.  Here  is  a  practical  side  that  we  seldom 
think  of — Christianity  would  reduce  taxes 

We  cannot  point  to  any  community,  or  state,  or  na- 
tion, and  say— "They  are  all  Christians.  They  all  prac- 
tice the  Golden  Rule  and  live  up  to  all  the  principles 
of  Christ."  If  we  could  do  that,  we  could  point  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Heav^  upon  £arth.  That  is  what  Christ 
came  to  estabUsh,  and  that  is  what  Christianity  must 
establish,  or  fail  of  its  mission. 

But  it  needs  far  more  united  aotiMm  tiian  we  are  geUii^ 
at  present. 

As  the  Early  Colonies  of  America  formed  the  United 
States  of  America  ior  pditical  f reedcNDOr^flo  the  churches 
should  form  the  United  Churches  of  America  for  indus- 
trial freedom.  Every  American  is  entitled  to  Life,  Liber- 
ty and  Property. 

Do  you  know  that  if  every  man  had  a  good  home, 
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then  discontent  and  anarchy  and  socialism  would  not 
exist?    Do  you  know  one  thing  that  made  France  pros-  \ 
perous?   Napoleon  gave  land  to  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Army.    He  gave  it  so  that  the  man  and  his  de- 
scendants could  keep  it  and  cultivate  it. 

This  brin^  up  the  Land  question  and  the  Single  Ta^e 
theory  of  Henry  George.    Let  us  give  some  thought  to 
•Land,  Labor  and  Capital,  for  they  all  have  a  bearing 
on  our  topic. 

According  to  Henry  George,  private  ownership  of\ 
land  is  all  wrong.  The  land  is  the  gift  of  the  Creator 
and  it  belongs  to  the  people.  Let  the  people  regain 
possession  of  it  by  taxing  the  present  wrongful  owners. 
Let  this  tax  be  equal  to  the  full  rental  value  of  the  land. 
This  would  produce  so  much  revenue  for  the  govern- 
ment that  no  other  tax  would  be  necessary.  Hence, 
it  is  called  the  Single  Tax.  Let  us  have  the  Single  Tax 
and  Poverty  will  disappear.  That's  what  Henry  G3c  i* je 
saj's. 

Next  about  Labor.  According  to  many  Socialists, 
Labor  is  the  only  thing.  Their  argument  is  this:  Labor 
produces  everything,  therefore  Labor  should  have  every- 
thing. Down  with  Landlordism!  Down  with  Capi- 
tahsm!    Up  with  Socialism! 

Before  we  become  Single-Taxers,  or  Socialists,  how- 
ever, let  us  ask  *ls  private  ownership  of  Land  all  wrong? 
Does  Labor  pio(hice  everything?'' 

Regarding  the  Single  Tax — I  would  reason  in  this 
way.  The  Single  Taxists  start  with  the  assertion  that 
private  ownership  of  land  is  all  wrong.  The  land  is 
the  gift  of  God  and  belongs  to  the  people. 

From  this  tlu  y  go  on  to  argue  that  all  taxes,  what- 
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soever,  should  be  laid  on  the  land.  Hence,  they  call 
it  the  Single  Tax.  Under  their  proposed  s}  stem,  Capi- 
talists would  pay  no  taxes,  whatever.  Labor  would 
pay  no  tax.  As  Labor  in  Political  Economy  is  a  tech- 
nical term,  meaning  Work — ^it  follows  that  no  Laborers 
would  be  taxed,  nor  would  any  Workers  be  taxed.  Hence, 
Carpenters,  Masons,  Clerks,  Doctors,  Lawyers,  Clergy- 
men, Engineers,  etc.,  would  pay  no  taxes.  Nobody 
but  owners  of  land. 

We  have  been  told  there  is  nothing  certain,  but  Death 
and  Taxes;  but  under  the  beautiful  arrangement  out- 
lined above  we  would  all  escape  Taxes,  except  Land- 
lords. They  would  bear,  the  entire  burden  of  taxation, 
and  I  think  if  they  can  carry  that,  they  ought  to  escape 
Death. 

We  can  admit,  merely  for  argument,  that  everything 
claimed  by  Single  Taxists  is  so,  and  yet  fail  to  see  how 
that  would  help  matters.  If  Land,  Labor  and  Capital 
are  the  three  factors  in  the  production  of  Wealth,  then 
it  follows  that  Land,  Labor  Bxid  Capitid  should  be  equal- 
ly taxed  to  support  our  government.  Hence,  a  fair  tax 
^ould  be  a  Triple  Tax,  not  a  Single  Tax. 

To  illustrate.  Suppose  Lawrence  the  Landlord,  Luke 
the  Laborer,  and  Charles  the  Capitalist  form-  an  equal 
partnership.  They  each  put  in  an  equal  sum;  and  they 
are  each  entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  profits.  In 
carrying  on  any  business,  there  are  certain  &xed  charges 
or  overhead  expenses.  Evidently  each  partner  must 
pay  an  equal  share  of  their  overhead  expenses. 

Now  Land,  Labor  and  Capital  have  produced  the 
wealth  of  America.  Landlords,  Laborers  (or  Workers) 
and  Capitalists  have  made  America.   Taxes  (or  over- 
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head  expenses)  are  necessary  to  carry  on  our  govern- 
ment. Therefore,  it  seems  fair  to  conclude  that  we  can- 
not tax  Landlords  alone,  but  must  also  tax  Workers 
and  Capitalists. 

It  is  plain  that  everyone  should  pay  taxes  m  propor- 
tion to  his  ability.  A  Capitalist  ought  to  be  proud  of 
a  large  tax  bill.  It  is  an  evidence  of  prosperity,  both 
for  him  and  his  ccrantrymen. 

If  my  Single  Tax  friends  agree  with  what  has  been 
said  then  it  follows  that  their  earnest  efforts  could  be 
better  directed.  They  need  not  give  up,  for  they  have 
undoubtedly  done  great  good.  The  same  remark  will 
apply  to  our  Socialist  friends.   They  have  done  good. 

We  cannot  get  clear  ideas  about  these  things  unless 
we  realize  that  three  factors  enter  into  the  production 
of  Wealth,  and  onlv  three:  Land.  Labor  and  Capital.  | 
Furthermore,  they  are  equally  important.    One  is  not  | 
of  much  use  without  the' others.    A  farmer,  for  example  j 
must  have  land.    But  he  cannot  get  anything  from  the 
land  without  Labor.    Working  with  his  bare  hands, 
however,  he  cannot  do  much.   Let  him  have  farming 
tools,  plows  and  harvesters;  let  him  have  cattle  and  a 
little  money;  in  other  words,  let  him  have  Capital  and 
then  Wealth  is  produced.   Hence  we  see  that,  as  a 
fundamental  principle  of  Political  Economy,  Land,  La- 
bor and  Capital  produce  Wealth. 

Therefore,  when  the  claim  is  made  by  Socialists  .that 
Labor  should  have  everytiiing  because  laAxx  produces 
everything,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  there  must  be  a 
mistake  in  that  ai^umeut. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
Labor  does  not  get  its  fair  share  of  Wealth:  Labor  does 
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not  get  its  fair  share  of  Wealth.  All  signs  pomt  to- 
ward an  Aristocracy  of  Wealth.  Labor  is  crowded  to 
the  wall. 

»  I  stand  for  the  rights  of  Labor  and  for  justice  to  our 

Corkers.  The  spirit  of  our  American  institutions  de- 
mands it;  the  brotherhood  of  Christianity  demands  it. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  those  who  are  forced 
into  Poverty  cannot  fairly  present  their  cause,  although 
they  feel  its  injustioe.  'The  destruction  of  the  poor 
is  their  Poverty." 

This  problem  of  Poverty  is  more  far-reaching  than  is 
generally  supposed.  It  affects  the  whole  life  of  man; 
physical,  mental  and  spiritual.  ' 

Suppose  we  should  take  a  mill-worker  of  Lawrence 
and  preach  to  him  like  this— "My  friend,  you  should, 
work.   Be  patient,  be  sober,  be  industrious.   If  you  can  1 
only  earn  a  few  dollars  a  week,  then  get  your  wife  in  i 
the  mill  Mid  your  children.  The  entire  family  may  earn  \ 
■  enough  to  support  life.    The  wonderful  machine  you  | 
operate  does  the  work  of  a  hundred  men.   The  mill- 
owner  gets  the  benefit  of  that.   His  family  lives  in  luxury.  I 
They  have  means  and  opportunity  for  enjoying  Ufe.  I 
Never  mind  that.   Keep  at  your  work,  and  when  you  [ 
die  you  will  go  to  heaven." 

Many  clergymen  preach  Uke  this  to  workingmen. 
At  the  same  time,  men  who  have  become  wealthy  by 
un-Christian  methods,  pose  as  members  of  the  church. 
People  fed  this  hypocrisy  and  that  keeps  many  from 
diurdi. 

Again,  the  workmgman  might  fairly  say  "I  want  a 
httle  heaven  here.  The  churches  pray  for  the  Kingdom 
of  God  to  come  upon  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.  Eeligion 
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should  not  only  take  us  to  heaven  when  we  die,  it  should  I 

bring  heaven  to  us  while  we  live."  J 

Well — ^the  churches  pray  for  the  Kingdom  to  come — 
and  they  could  bring  it  here  if  they  would  work  more 
for  it. 

If  all  the  churches  would  unite  to  abolish  Poverty, 
for  instance,  then  it  could  be  done.  During  the  past 
hundred  years  enormous  strides  have  been  taken  in 
every  direction  but  this.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  cen- 
tury; but  notwithstanding  our  fabulous  wealth  and  our 
progress  in  art  and  science  and  methods  of  production 
— Poverty  still  persists. 

Of  course,  Capitalism  could  also  bring  about  better 
conditions,  if  it  would  only  experience  a  change  of  heart. 

Take  the  matter  of  "Over-production,"  for  instance. 
The  coal  barons  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  limiting  the  production  of  coal.  They  decide  upon 
the  amount  they  will  produce  and  the  price  they  will 
ch£u^e;  otherwise  there  will  be  Over-production,  and  i 
coal  will  be  cheap.  Poor  people  may  freeze,  but  therej 
must  not  be  Over-production. 

Or,  take  our  woolen  mills.    We  must  limit  produc-. 
tion,  or  clothing  will  be  too  cheap.    There  will  be  "Over- 
production."  We  must  not  produce  goods  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people — but  profits!  dividends!  [ 

In  books  on  Political  Economy  you  may  find  dabor- 

ate  discussions  about  Over-production,  and  the  Law  of 
Supply  and  Demand.  You  get  the  impression  that 
Capitalists  go  ahead  and  manufacture  till  they  get  over- 
stocked. They  shut  down,  because  the  supply  is  greater 
than  the  demand. 
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rBut  when  you  consider  that  at  the  same  time  people 
are  suffering  for  want  of  these  very  goods — you  begin 
ho  suspect   that  the  real  trouble  is  that  people  cannot 
/pay  the  high  prices  charged. 

I  reminds  me  of  the  man  who  went  into  a  hat  store 
in  Philaielphia  the  other  day.  The  store  was  kept  by 
a  Quaker,  and  the  man  picked  out  a  hat,  but  said  the 
price  was  too  high.  "Friend,"  said  the  Quaker,  "as  I 
I  live,  I  cannot  sell  that  hat  to  thee  for  any  less." 
\  "Well,"  said  the  man,  "if  you  did  not  five  in  such 
expensive  style,  you  could." 

"Thee  may  have  the  hat  for  nothing,"  said  the  Quaker. 
"I  have  been  saying  that  for  years,  and  thee  is  the  first 
man  to  see  through  my  httle  game." 

It  is  well  known  that  in  many  cases,  the  trusts  dis- 
mantle large  factories  and  keep  them  idle,  in  order  that 
there  may  not  be  "Over-production." 

The  greed  and  injustice  of  the  trusts  have  caused 
bitter  and  wide-spread  resentment.  Anti-trust  laws 
have  been  enacted  at  Washington  and  throughout  the 
country  and  we  hear  much  of  "the  Dissolution  of  the 
Trusts."  Well,  they  are  dissolute  enough,  but  they  are 
not  dissolved. 

But  the  people  themselves  could  bring  about  the  dis- 
solution of  the  truEts.  The  way  is  simple  and  direct. 
Don't  buy  their  goods.  Don't  buy  their  goods.  Take 
the  Standard  Oil  Company.  If  the  people  would  not 
buy  their  gasolene  or  oil — ^the  trust  would  be  dissolved. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  declared  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  illegal  and  ordered  its  dissolution.  There- 
upon, the  trust  dissolved  by  sphtting  up  into  a  number 
of  holding  companies.    Technically  and  legally  they  are 
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dissolved.    Practically  they  are  the  same  old  Stajidard 
Oil  Company. 

It  is  strange  that  after  nineteen  hundred  years  of 
Christian  preaching,  we  are  not  yet  Christian.  Why 
some  years  ago  there  was  a  mayor  of  Toledo,  Ohio,. who 
practiced  the  Golden  Ruk  so  that  he  was  known  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  We  did  not 
reflect  upon  the  fact  that  all  mayors  and  all  men  should 
be  Golden  Rule  men  in  a  Christian  country.  His  great 
celebrity  simply  showed  how  few  of  us  really  practice 

what  we  profess. 

The  Golden  Rule  is  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would  . 
have  them  do  unto  you."    But  our  Steel  Rule  is — "Do 
others  or  they  will  do  you." 

In  the  great  Empire  of  Business,  the  Steel  Rule  seems 
at  work.    Our  one  and  only  object  seems  to  be  to  make 
money.  Of  course  we  must  all  work  and  make  money  i 
in  order  to  live,  but  we  should  not  live  simply  in  order  jf 
to  make  money. 

If  Capitalists  would  not  combine  to  limit  production,  \ 
then  their  own  profits  would  be  less,  but  goods  would  j 
be  cheaper,  and  one  cause  of  Poverty  would  disappear^ 

Then  if  they  would  take  more  interest  in  thdr  f  eUow- 
men,  and  try  to  help  them,  they  might  make  less  money 
— ^but  they  would  get  far  more  real  satisfaction  out  of  j 
life  and  we  would  have  less  Poverty.  1 

"One-half  the  world  does  not  know  how  the  other 
half  lives."  Why  do  we  not  know?  Because  we  don't 
care.  But  read  "How  the  Other  Half  lives"— by  Jacob 
A.  Riis,  and  that  terrible  recital  will  stir  everyone  with 
a  spark  of  humanity  to  remove  such  Poverty  from  our 
country. 
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Early,  in  March,  1914,  the  New  York  Central  Lines 
discharged  25,000  men  in  order  to  reduce  expenses. 
About  tlie  same  time  a  country  residence  oi  one  of  the 
Vanderbilts  was  accidentally  burned.  It  was  only  a 
countoy  residence,  but  it  cost  $300,000.  Expenses  hav- 
ing been  reduced,  it  was  at  once  rebuilt.  Later  on  a 
member  of  the  Vanderbilt  family  died,  leaving  $50,000,000 
to  the  rest  of  the  family.  The  New  York  Central  is  a 
Vanderbilt  property  and  the  family  are  worth  upwards 
of  $200,000,000. 

Now,  does  it  seem  right  that  25,000  of  iheii  f^o^- 
citizens  should  work  simply  to  pile  up  $200,000,000  for 
the  Vanderbilt  family,  and  then  be  discharged  to  re- 
duce expenses.  Such  men  will  naturally  vote  for  Gov- 
ernment ownerships  of  Railroads. 

It  is  this  selfishness  ruiming  all  through  our  national 
life  ih&t  is  causing  the  present  social  unrest  and  Pov- 
erty. 

Now,  the  object  of  the  Socialists  is  to  bring  about 
a  fair  distribution  oi  Wesll^i  by  changing  our  laws  and 
form  of  government.  But  the  Christians  can  do  that 
without  changing  our  government  at  alL 

One  thing  is  certain;  if. we  do  not  have  a  change  fcur 
the  better,  there  is  serious  trouble  ahead. 

Charity  will  not  mend  matters.  The  question  is  not 
one  of  Charity,  but  Ji:»tioe.  If  those  who  are  wronged 
do  not  get  Justice,  then  they  seek  Revenge.  Our  num- 
erous, bitt^  and  costly  strikes  are  evidence  of  that. 

In  the  summer  of  1914,  there  were  very  serious  staikes 
in  the  mines  of  Colorado.  The  soldiers  were  called  out 
and  ib&ee  was  mu^  bloodshed.  The  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  has  recently  investigated  these  strikes  and 
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reports  that  the  miners  are  oppressed.  They  are  held 
in  a  kind  of  industrial  slavery,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
mine-owners  has  l^een  un-American  and  im-Christian. 
The  U.  S.  Committee  on  Industrial  Relations  reports  in 
similar  terms. 

Legislation  may  accomplish  something ;  but  as  the 
Professor  of  Political  Economy  at  Columbia  University 
says — "While  the  object  of  Socialism  is  worthy,  it  is 
doubtful  if  their  proposed  legislation  would  accomplish 
that  object,  while  human  nature  is  what  it  is/' 
'  In  other  words  you  may  do  something  by  acts  of 
Congress,  but  such  laws  do  not  act  upon  the  heart. 

The  laws  of  Christ  do. 


Now,  allowing  that  what  we  have  said  is  substantially 
true;  then  we  have  discovered  some  causes  of  Poverty 
and  are  getting  an  idea  of  the  remedy. 

Mayor  Mitchel,  of  New  York,  was  speaking  recently 
to  the  unemployed.  He  told  them  that  most  of  them 
were  out  of  work,  not  through  any  fault  of  their  own. 
It  was  caused  by  "existing  conditions.*' 

He  did  not  say  what  those  existing  conditions  are. 
I  have  named  some  which  cause  Poverty  and  Unem- 
ployment. 

Shall  I  tell  yoii  another  cause? 

The  Liquor  Traffic. 

The  people  of  America  pay  upwards  of  $2,000,000,000 
a  year  for  hquor.  In  New  York  City  alone  we  spend 
about  $300,000,000  a  yeax.  This  immense,  this  ap- 
palling sum  spent  for  drink  undoubtedly  adds  to  our 
Poverty;  to  say  nothing  whatever  of  the  homes  destroyed 
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and  the  ruined  and  blasted  lives  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  this — the  people  know  it  and 

the  liquor-dealers  know  it.  Some  of  them  have  signs 
up,  ''Sample  Rooms.'^  Should  they  deny  that  drunken-' 
liess  causes  Poverty — we  could  take  them  any  night  to 
Missions  on  the  Bowery,  whose  rooms  are  filled  with 
homeless  and  wretched  derelicts;  human  wrecks*  These 
are  liquor's  true  "sample  rooms,"  ....  ruined  men 
are  samples  of  their  work.  Why  then  are  the  hquor 
dealers  in  auch.a  traffic?  Because  there's  money  in  it! 
And  so  we  come  again  to  the  old  story  of  selfishness  and 
greed* 

People  say  to  me  sometimes  regarding  this  serious 
problem  of  Poverty:  "What  can  we  do?''  Well,  the 
thing  to  do  is  first  to  organize,  and  then  to  concentrate 
upon  one  thing:  the  Liquor  Traffic,  for  example.  We 
will  find  at  the  start,  that  the  Liquor  Dealers  are  well 
OTgamzed*  To  accomplish  anything  we  should  also  be 
w^ell  organized. 

In  the  next  place,  we  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that 

we  are  partners  in  the  traffic.  The  City  of  New  York 
gets  about  $12,000,000  a  year  from  hquor  Ucenses. 

We  may  find  next,  that  on  some  avenues  there  are 
hquor  saloons  on  nearly  every  comer.  The  property 
in  which  these  are  located  may  be*  owned  by  some  very 
prominent  citizens.  Some  may  even  be  church  mem- 
bers. 

Also  some  prominent  citizens  may  be  financially  in- 
terested in  the  Liquor  Traffic  as  owners,  or  as  directors 
or  shareholders  in  companies.   Again,  thousands  of  men 
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are  employed  as  bartenders,  etc.   They  have  wives  and 

children;  and  to  throw  them  suddenly  out  of  employ- 
meat  would  simply  add  to  our  Poverty. 

Another  thing — the  liquor  saloon  is  the  poor  man's 
club.  He  goes  there  not  only  for  a  drink;  but  for  re-, 
creation  and  to  meet  his  friends. 

Now  this  idea  may  suggest  itself:  Why  not  turn 
these  liquor  saloons  into  coffee  houses?  Let  the  resorts 
remain,  but  make  them  more  attractive.  Banish  liquor 
— but  add  cheerful  and  attractive  surroundings,  so  that 
a  man  would  be  glad  to  go  th^  with  his  wife  and  family. 

Now — ^we  have  made  up  our  minds  that  the  Liquor 
Traffic  is  one  cause  of  Poverty.  We  intend  to  do  away 
with  it,  in  a  friendly  and  peaceful  way  if  we  can.  Peace- 
ably, a  we  can;  forcibly,  if  we  must.  We  have  foimd 
out  the  conditions  which  we  must  face'.  Let  us  now 
take  a  certain  district  of  the  city  and  find  out  who  owns 
the  property  in  which  the  saloons  are  located  and  who 
carries  on  the  business.  In  other  words,  find  the  "men 
higher  up."  Then  invite  them  to  a  friendly  confer- 
ence and  ask  if  they  are  willing  to  turn  the  Uquor  saloons 
into  coffee-houses.  There  would  probably  be  as  much 
profit  in  it.  The  hquor-dealers  are  not  used  to  being 
talked  to  in  a  friendly  spirit  and  they  might  meet  us 
half  way. 

At  any  rate,  the  above  outline  means  consid^able 

work.    By  the  time  all  that  has  been  done  and  we  have 
had  a  conference  with  the  Hquor  men,  we  will  be  thor- 
oughly equipped  for  effective  work.  We  may  make 
friends  with  them. 
For  we  must  remember  in  all  this,  that  the  m^  de- 
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sire  to  abolish  Poverty  will  not  get  us  veiy  far.  Faith 
must  be  backed  up  by  Work. 

Here  is  the  opportunity  of  the  Church.  Clergymen 
are  complaining  quite  generally  that  peoi^  do  not  go 
to  church.  I  believe  one  reason  is  that  the  church  does 
not  give  its  miembers  much  occupation.  Lo.  the  first 
place,  churches  are  generally  open  only  one  day  out 
of  seven;  which  seems  a  waste  of  very  valuable  property. 

Then,  if  the  average  church  number  attends  church 

once  a  week,  nothing  further  seems  expected  of  him. 

Chiuches  should  be  more  like  clubs,  or  lodges  or  Y. 

M.  C.  A.'s;  open  throughout  the  year;  the  members 
meeting  each  other  and  working  fof  some  worthy  ob- 
ject. 

Work  is  the  salt  of  life  and  occupation  is  the  mother 
of  interest.  If  church  members  were  working  through- 
out the  year,  advancing  some  worthy  object,  the  church^ 
es  would  be  busy  hives  of  activity  and  the  clergymen 
would  have  all  they  could  do  to  direct  their  varied  enter- 
prises. At  present,  however,  the  Ia3raian  hkya  all  the 
work  of  the  church  on  the  clergyman;  and  the  clergy- 
man does  all  the  work  of  the  congregation,  instead  of 
putting  all  the  congregation  to  work. 

There  are  35,000,000  church  members  in  America.  If 
they  would  all  unite  and  work  to  abolish  Poverty,  then 
Poverty  would  be  abolished. 

Poverty  is  no  crime,  but  it  leads  to  crime,  and  crime 
again  leads  to  Poverty.    It  is  a  vicious  circte. 

In  the  great  majcHrity  cit  cases,  men  do  not  steal  be- 
cause of  innate  depravity,  but  because  of  Poverty.  Girls 
do  not  go  wrong  because  they  are  depraved,  but  be- 
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cause  they  are  poor.  Again,  Poverty  not  only  causes 
crime,  it  causes  disease.  Tuberculosis,  for  instance,  is 
the  direct  result  of  over-K^rowding  with  all  the  unhealthy* 
ful  conditions  which  that  entails* 

Now,  if  in  addition  to  all  the  work  of  Christianity, 
Capitalism  would  also  work  to  abolish  Poverty)  then 
the  battle  would  be  won. 

As  we  said  before,  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  making 
money  in  order  to  make  a  Hving;  but  when  we  worship 
the  Almighty  Dollar,  we  turn  from  the  worship  of  Al- 
mighty God.  The  men  whom  America  honors  most  have 
not  been  money-makers,  but  men  like  Washington,  Jef- 
ferson, Lincoln. 

There  died  recently  in  New  York  a  man  who  was  not 
a  money-maker;  indeed,  he  said  himself  that  he  never 
cared  to  make  money — but  he  wanted  to  make  New 
York  better;  and  he  did.  That  was  Jacob  A.  Riis,  whom 
Roosevelt  called  "our  most  useful  citizen." 

Right  amongst  us,  every  day,  men  and  women  are 
working  in  callings  which  will  never  bring  them  wealth* 
They  are  not  making  money,  but  they  are  making  Amer- 
ica.   Such  are  teachers  and  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

During  one  ol  the  numerous  strikes  in  the  coal  re- 
gions of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  coal  barons  said — * 
'"What  I  hate  is,  that  we  can't  really  recognize  organ- 
ized labor,  without  getting  into  a  box.  Our  men  would 
soon  think  they  were  in  some  way  partners  with  us/^ 

Notice  two  things  about  that:  one  is,  that  it  was  said 
by  a  baron.  Have  we  barons  in  America?  Oh  yes, 
mighty  powerful  ones.  And  this  baron  unconsciously 
Went  to  the  root  of  the  matter. 

We  are  all  partners  with  one  another,  and  we,  will 
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never  have  true  prosperity  as  a  people  until  we  reaUze 
that  fact. 


We  are  too  apt  to  regard  Poverty  as  "the  Will  of  God" — 
when  a  little  interest  in  our  fellow  men  will  show  that 
it  is  caused  by  the  greed  of  man.  For  instance,  Jacob 
A.  Riis  tells  of  a  family  of  four  living  in  a  hallway,  in 
the  tenements,  in  the  space  covered  by  the  stairs.  It 
was  not  even  a  room,  it  was  only  a  space.  A  family 
of  four  existed  there  and  paid  eight  dollars  a  month 
for  that  privilege,  until  Jacob  A.  Riis  got  after  that 
landlord.  And  that  is  only  one  case  out  of  very  many. 
'Tis  not  the  will  of  God,  but  ^^Man's  inhumanity  to 
man  makes  countless  thousands  mourn." 

We  are  prone  to  look  upon  tilings  as  tiiey  arei  and 
to  think  that  we  cannot  change  them.  But,  in  point 
of  fact,  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy ^  whether  of  religion, 
of  government,  or  of  conmion  life,  are  the  results  of 
work  and  effort.  It  is  for  us  not  to  rest  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  done  by  others,  but  to  do  our  part  to- 
wards bringing  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  upon  Earth. 
As  the  United  States  of  America  achieved  Political 
Liberty — so  the  United  Churches  of  America  may  achieve 
Industrial  Liberty! 


The  condition  of  affairs  is  something  like  this — we 
have  Republicans,  Democrats,  Progresedves,  Socialists, 
Sin^e-Taxists,  Prohibitionists  and  Bryan. 

The  Republicans  would  save  the  country  with  a  High 
Protective  Tariff;  the  Democrats  with  a  Tariff  for  Rev- 
enue only;  the  Progressives  with  the  Referendum  and 
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Recall;  the  SociaKsts  with  Government  Ownership;  the 
Land-Taxists  with  the  Single  Tax;  the  Prohibitioiiists 
with  Prohibition. 

Now,  why  should  not  the  Christians  save  the  country 
with  Christianity?  There  is  more  power  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  than  in  any  platf onn  of  any  pditical  party 
whatsoever. 

If  Christianity  is  to  fulfill  its  mission,  the  day  will 
surely  come  when  no  man  need  go  forth  to  ill-r3quited 
toil;  no  woman  to  starvation  wages;  when  Poverty  shall 
be  a  thing  of  the  past,  even  as  Slavery  now  is;  and  "when 
the  profit  of  the  Earth  shall  be  for  all." 


In  the  early  days  of  our  nation,  the  qu^ons  which 

engaged  our  leaders  and  were  discussed  by  the  people 
were  largely  political. 

The  result  was  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  We  then 
achieved  political  liberty  and  took  a  commanding  place 
among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Then  began  the  irrepressible  conflict  between  Free- 
dom and  Slavery,  which  culminated  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  and  the  AboUtion  of  Slavery.  Since  then,  our 
wealth  has  increased  enormously  and  become  concen- 
trated in  the  hands  of  a  few. 

Hence,  industriid  problems  are  coming  to  the  front. 
We  have  an  Aristocracy  of  Wealth  fully  as  powerful 
as  any  titled  aristocracy  of  barons  and  of  earls. 

This  condition  of  affairs  is  dangerous.  If  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  are  in  a  state  of  industrial  slavery, 
then  our  commonwealth  is  not  a  commonwealth. 

The  fact  tiiat  there  are  nearly  two  miUion  child  la- 
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borers  in  America,  is  only  one  warning  of  danger  ahead. 

Would  the  Capitalists  who  own  cotton  mills  put  their 
own  children  to  work  in  them?   Certainly  not! 

How  then  can  the  people  help  themselves?  At  present 
only  by  creating  pubhc  opinion  and  enacting  laws  against 
child  labor. 

But  now  notice  this;  if  these  Capitalists  were  true 
Christians,  there  would  not  be  any  child  labor  to  enact 
laws  i^ainst. 

And  this  brings  up  the  profound  wisdom  of  Christ. 
The  Golden  Rule  is  not  only  he  highest  morality,  it 
is  the  h^est  statesmansdiip. 

Allowing  that  the  cause  of  our  Poverty  is  Selfishness 
and  Greed,  then  it  follows  that  to  remove  our  Poverty, 
we  must  remove  Selfishness  and  Greed. 

We  should  look  upon  Poverty  somewhat  as  Lincoln 
looked  upon  Slavery — it  is  wrong  and  it  should  not  exist 
in  a  Christian  country. 

If  the  Slaveholders  had  accepted  Lincoln's  views, 
they  would  have  freed  the  Slaves.  They  would  have 
been  better  off  in  the  long  run.  If  they  had  set  the 
slaves  free  and  paid  them  wages,  both  sides  would  have 
gained  for  the  simple'  reason  that  the  work  of  a  free 
man  is  more  efficient  than  that  of  a  slave.  Furthermore, 
we  would  have  averted  the  bloody  and  disastrous  War 
of  the  Rebellion. 

Apply  similar  reasoning  to  present  industrial  condi- 
tions. Labor  is  not  getting  its  fair  share  of  our  Wealth 
and  there  is  a  general  unrest  among  the  people.  Now, 
if  Capital  will  acknowledge  this  and  treat  Labor  more 
justly,  our  Poverty  will  disappear.  When  this  is  not 
done,  we  have  industrial  wars,  that  is,  strikes. 
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But  the  Christian  way  of  dealing  with  the  trouble 
should  be  by  arbitration;  by  creating  public  opinion; 
and  by  enacting  laws  with  that  object  in  view. 


And  finally,  all  this  has  a  larger  application,  which 
I  touched  upon  before;  the  welfare  of  the  people — ^not 
only  temporal,  but  eternal.  Although  we  have  been 
dealing  with  Land,  Labor  and  Capital  and  the  Produc- 
tion of  Wealth,  we  must  remember  that  Wealth  is  not 
the  end  of  all,  but  a  means  tows^d  an  end.  The  true 
grandeur  of  nations  consists  not  alone  in  populous  and 
wealthy  cities,  but  in  good  citizens  and  happy  homes. 

Believing  that  the  Lord  Christ  is  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God,  I  hold  that  his  words  are  divinely  inspired.  The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  not  only  the  highest  morality, 
it  is  the  highest  Statesmanship. 

With  that  for  our  compass,  our  Ship  of  State  may 
enter  grandly  into  port,  or  sail  the  seas  with  God. 

If  we  all  do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  them  do 
unto  us,  we  will  not  only  abolish  poverty,  we  will  abol- 
ish all  other  forms  of  Evil  and  bring  to  this  dull  Earth 
of  ours  the  divine  radiance  of  tlie  Stars. 

FINIS  CORONAT  OPUS 
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POSTSCRIPT 

While  the  foregoing  is  addressed  primarily  to  Chris- 
tians, including  Catholics  and  Protestants,  there  is  not 
the  sUghtest  intention  of  excluding  Jews  or  any  other 
people  of  good  character.  We  got  our  Bible  tiirough 
the  Jews;  and  the  motto  used  on  title  page  comes  to 
us  through  the  Jews. 


P.  P,  S. 

Any  women  who  desire  to  enlarge  their  field  of  use- 
fulness and  would  like  to  vote  and  work  for  the  aboU*^ 
tion  of  Poverty,  will  find  good  work  ready  to  hand. 
Every  good  work  since  the  world  began  has  been  he  ped 
by  the  gracious  influence  of  woman.  It  is  a  sad  com- 
mentary on  our  twentieth  century  that  so  many  women 
must  work  for  starvation  wages:  but  for  this  women 
are  not  to  blame. 


NOTE 

As  everyone  is  talking  about  the  war  in  Europe — • 
we  might  add  a  word. 

We  are  concerned  with  the  Abolition  of  Poverty;  but 
they  seem  mainly  occupied  with  the  Abolition  of  Pro- 
perty. If  we  love  people  or  even  care  for  them,  we  try 
to  abolish  their  Poverty;  but  if  we  hate  people,  then  we 
abohsh  their  property.  The  underlying  cause  of  the 
War  in  Europe  is  Hate. 


Mr.  Jennings  will  lecture  at  reasonable  rates;  and  free  of  charge 

when  possible. 

Subscriptions  will  l)e  received  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  this 
book  freely  among  the  people. 
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Mr.  Jennings  is  prepared  to  make  engagements  to  d^vw  his 
address  on  "THE  ABOUTION  OF  POVERTY." 

It  deals  with  unsatisfactory  social  conditions  and  recommends 
Practical  Christianity  as  the  remedy.  Poverty  can  be  fttw^ished  by 
the  United  Churches  of  America. 

For  further  particulars  address.  EDWIN  JENNINGS,  142  West 
82d  Street,  New  York. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


HE  attention  of  ail  who  may  read  this, 
is  called  to  the  Bowery  Mission,  227 
Bowery,  New  York.  The  writer  has 
heen  there  eveiy  Monday  evediig  for 
about  three  years;  summer,  winter  and 
vacation  time.  We  believe  that  every  citizen  of  New 
York  would  be  interested  in  our  work.  We  help  men 
to  help  themsdves. 

A  friend  of  mine,  Prof.  Wm.  H.  Burr,  of  Columbia 

UnivoTsity,  said  he  did  not  know  there  was  such  a  place 

in  the  city.    During  the  past  six  months  he  has  ^ken 

for  us  twice,  and  we  have  had  also  Gov.  Sulzer,  Rev. 

Dr.  Woelfkin,  Judge  T.  C.  T.  Grain,  Hon.  H.  N. 

Tifft,  Pres.  Marcus  M.  Marks,  Rev.  Dr.  Atterbury  and 

others.  Commissioners  Arthur  Woods  and  J.  A.  Kings- 
bury have  promised  to  speak,  also  May<Nr  Mitchel  and 

Rabbi  Wise. 

We  have  a  Labor  Settlement  at  Tuckahoe  and  a 
Farm  at  Yorktown  Heights.  The  entire  work  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  Rev.  J.  C  Hallimond.  D.  D^ 
with  Mr.  J.  T.  Hunt  as  manager. 
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